
 

 



Introduction 

“u3a shows the value of communities of 
interest and learning which are not defined 
by age, or by past experience, but instead 
are defined by the experiences still to be 
explored.” 

Thank you for joining us.  Our u3a gives you 
opportunities to develop your interests, make 
new friends and have fun.  During these uncertain 
times, many people are looking for new ways to 
keep connected with each other and keep up 
their cultural, educational and social activities. 

More than 100 members attended our Picnic in 
the Park in June 2022.  The date was picked to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.   

These picnics have quickly become a tradition! 



About us 
Our u3a started in 1999 as Old Basing and District 
U3A.  We changed to our current name in 2008 to 
reflect the increasing membership more 
accurately., and we now have more than 750 
members. 

We run more than 60 groups - far too many to 
list here! - covering a diverse range of activities.  
Our annual membership fee allows you to join as 
many groups as you wish, so we encourage you 
to browse www.basingstokeu3a.org/groups and 
see what catches your eye. 

When you find a group that you would like to join, 
please contact the group leader: details can be 
found in the offline copy of our YearBook (see the 
following page).  Alternatively, send an email to  
basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com 
and we will forward it to the relevant group leader. 

Ideas for new groups are always welcome, 
particularly from members who would be happy 
to run the group themselves, at least initially.  A 
proposal in mid-2022 to set up a Book Reading 
group attracted more than 80 positive 
responses!  If you have a suggestion to make, 
please contact any member of the committee - 
we will be delighted to help. 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of 
most months, at Queen Mary's College in the 
centre of Basingstoke.  They start at 2pm with a 
talk by a guest speaker, followed by refreshments 
and an opportunity to chat to friends. 
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Excursions 
and holidays  

Newsletters, of varying frequency since the 
onset of Covid, are sent to all members. 

Emails are sent out by the chairman, other 
committee members, and group leaders, fairly 
often. 

Printed documents are posted or delivered by 
hand to those members for whom we do not 
have an email address. 

All members who have an email address receive 
an electronic YearBook which includes contact 
details for each of our group leaders. The version 
which can be downloaded from our website does 
not include contact details however, due to data 
protection requirements. 

The YearBook is updated as and when necessary 
during the year, and a printed copy is available 
on request. 

Numerous trips, both within the UK and overseas 
and varying from one to several days, are 
arranged each year.  These are open to all our 
members and details are announced well in 
advance. 

As well as maintaining a public Facebook page, 
we have a members-only Facebook group.  To 
apply to join, follow the link on our public page. 
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Useful 
links 

The national 
organisation 

www.basingstokeu3a.org 
     www.facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a 

General enquiries: 
basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com 

Contact the chairman: 
basingstokeu3achair@gmail.com 

 
There are more than 1,000 u3as in the UK, with 
a membership in excess of 430,000.  The 
website of the national body is www.u3a.org.uk 
and details of many activities available 
nationally can be found there. 

 
Rod Marshall - Chairman 
Business Secretary - Elaine Budd 
Treasurer - Tony Summers 
Membership Secretary - Janice Vaughan  
Group Facilitator - Janet Field 
Systems Manager - Richard Field 
Webmaster - Richard Field 
Marketing - Madeline Hussey 
Assets - Sue Seamour 

 

Our 2022/23 
committee 
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Ethos and principles 
The principles of the u3a movement 

The u3a movement is non-religious, non-political and has three 
main types of principle: 

Lifelong 
learning 

• Membership is open to anyone who has retired 
from full-time work 

• Members promote the values of lifelong learning 
and the attributes of belonging to a u3a 

Self-help • Members form interest groups covering as wide a 
range of topics and activities as they desire; by 
the members, for the members 

• No qualifications are sought or offered. Learning 
is for its own sake, with enjoyment being the 
prime motive, not qualifications or awards 

• There is no distinction between learners and 
teachers; they are all u3a members 

Mutual aid • Each u3a is a mutual aid organisation, operation-
ally independent but a member of The Third Age 
Trust, which requires adherence to the guiding 
principles of the u3a movement 

• No payments are made to members for services 
rendered to any u3a 

• Each u3a is self-funded by its membership 


