
 

 

Message from the new chairman 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the 2020 AGM online.  It was less than ideal but 
was the best way to meet the requirements of our Constitution and satisfy the Charity 
Commission.  Apologies to members who do not have internet access and were therefore 
excluded, but we could find no way round this. 

I recognise that many members will know nothing about me, despite my election as chairman: 
2019/20 is my first year as a member of the Basingstoke – Old Basing U3A.  My wife and I 
moved from Farnborough to Basingstoke just over a year ago for family reasons, and at that 
time I was a member of both the Farnborough and Fleet U3As.  I was newsletter editor for the 
Farnborough and District U3A (this was not a committee post), then joined the Fleet U3A 
committee as webmaster.  I do therefore have some experience of helping to run U3As, but 
am enormously grateful to all the committee members here for making me feel very welcome 
from the word go.  Further, I am particularly thankful that Margaret Hayes, my predecessor as 
chairman, is continuing as a committee member.  Margaret’s experience and expertise will be 
invaluable as we continue to cope as best we can with the impact of lockdown and other 
Government guidelines.  We live in interesting times. 

The latest newsletter follows.  I would draw your attention to the New groups section in 
particular. 

Rod Marshall 

  



Newsletter for mid-August 2020 

Marketing initiatives 

The marketing committee has been busy in recent months, trying to come up with ways to 
raise our profile.  U3As are wonderful organisations and we should do all we can to spread the 
word.  There are two initiatives that we can tell you about now. 

First, a promotional A4 poster has been agreed and copies are about to be printed.  These 
will be put up in local community halls, churches and so forth, and a copy is included at the 
end of this newsletter for your information.  We also plan to have leaflets printed that people 
can take home with them, though we think it is premature to do this now as many people are 
still anxious about touching anything that is not essential. 

The second initiative is that various local magazines have been approached in recent weeks, 
our hope being that some would agree to feature an article about our U3A.  We are delighted 
to say the response has been overwhelmingly positive, with some even offering us a regular 
monthly slot if we want it. 

 

New groups 

Many groups have found ways to keep going during lockdown, but there are some where this 
is out of the question.  As none of us know how long this situation is going to continue, I would 
encourage everyone to think if there are any new groups that could be started, even if only 
on an interim basis.  Instead of regarding lockdown as just a problem, can we also view it as 
an opportunity? 

What I have in mind are groups that could meet online, but only with an initial commitment 
to keep going until the end of the calendar year.  Giving members more options can only be 
a good thing, and having a short “trial run” for a group might make individual members less 
reluctant to step forward as group leaders. 

I am aware that a Gardening group and a Creative Writing group are in the process of being 
set up – this is great news.  But having looked online at groups offered by other U3As around 
the country, a few ideas which might work for us are set out overleaf: no doubt members will 
be able to think of others too.  



• Archaeology 
• Architecture 
• Armchair travellers 
• Astronomy 
• Cryptic crosswords 
• Geology 
• Maths for fun 
• Philosophy 
• Psychology 
• Shakespeare 

There’s one in the above list that I’d even be happy to lead myself … 

If one or more entries in the list sound of interest, or if there is another subject that you think 
would be suitable, please let me or any other committee member know as soon as 
possible.  It would also be helpful if you could indicate whether you would be prepared to 
act as group leader until the end of 2020 if the group did go ahead.  We can always help with 
using Zoom if you are unfamiliar with it, so please do not let that put you off: Zoom has been 
successful because it is user-friendly. 

 

Current activities 

The latest information at the time of writing this newsletter is set out in an appendix.  To stay 
right up to date, visit www.basingstokeu3a.org/covid-19. 

 

 

  

www.basingstokeu3a.org/covid-19


Appendix 

Art and Craft group (Sue Gadson) – we have a WhatsApp group to share work we are 
doing, news, etc. and we have had a couple of informal Zoom meetings, again sharing on 
going work, courses undertaken in lockdown and generally keeping in touch. 

Art Appreciation (Natalie Larner) – we are looking to show PowerPoint presentation via 
Zoom. We are compiling lists of what’s available on the various forms of media: giving 
websites, dates, times, etc.  Many galleries, museums and artists are offering virtual tours, 
lectures, etc.  There are also many apt programmes on TV, radio, streaming, You Tube, which 
we’ll distribute via Beacon. 

Badminton (George MacQuillin, Geoff Honeyball) - we hope to restart early in September. 

Ballroom dancing (Malcolm Bell) – we are emailing the group via Beacon and our teacher is 
sending dance videos to anyone who wants them to practice and revise at home. 

Biography – we will be holding monthly Zoom meetings, from September. 

Board Games (Mel McMahon) – we cannot run until government guidelines ease. 

Circle Dancing (Ruth Curbishley) – we send a weekly email, links to YouTube of a specific 
dance and set of steps to follow, links to professional dance websites. 

Bridge - Some of the Bridge Group are playing each other using the Bridge Base Online 
(BBO) website. 

Croquet (Alex Ball) – we are now operating as normal, with small numbers participating, 
following Croquet Association and government guidelines. 

Calligraphy (Gayna Ballard) – a calligraphy specialist sets topics for the month via email 
and people reply with their results. 

Cycling group (Alistair Craig) – we are keeping active with a cycling treasure hunt each 
week and a Zoom meeting each Friday afternoon, to give the answers to the clues, have a 
catch-up and more recently an online quiz and offline jigsaw puzzles, based on photos of 
previous group trips. Cycling holidays to France and Black Forest have had to be cancelled, 
but another one is planned for August.  

Environment and Us - we will be running our first Zoom meeting in September and having a 
general catch up and an informal discussion, with the aim of finding out about 
environmental issues, with a particular emphasis on our local environment. 



Family History Group (Philip Males) – we are sending out a monthly email via Beacon with a 
few Family History News items on plus our own research and an occasional quiz. We are 
looking to run our first Zoom meeting in September. 

Film Studies (Edward Dowson) – we are unable to run until government guidelines are 
relaxed sufficiently. 

Flower Arranging (Shirley Clancy) – we are keeping in touch via email. 

French/German/Spanish (Rosemary Holstein) – 6 groups run out of St. Leonard’s Centre 
and if government guidelines are met, we could start again in September.  

French Advanced group (Liliane White) - we have a meeting weekly via Zoom, every 
Monday, with a choice of 2 sessions of 40 minutes. We send questions to guide the current 
reading, via emails a few days before the sessions. 

The French Conversation Group (Michael Fox, Jo Head) – we have been communicating 
regularly with each other via e-mail, for some communicating in English (and sometimes 
French), about what we are doing, hobbies, gardening, humorous photos/video clips of 
interest, etc.  

We are now running Zoom meetings two or three times a month for conversation between 
members. 

Gardening (Joan Carnell) - The group will be for the sharing of knowledge, plants, seeds and 
all things horticultural.  It will meet once a month throughout the year with more get-
togethers in the summer months and the plan is to start in September. 

History (Neil Norfolk) – we have been running 40 minutes Zoom meetings, but ran our first 
full length monthly Zoom meeting on 1st July 2020, with a presentation on WWI and WWII 
communications to 20 members. We are publishing 2 newsletters, one on history topics 
and one on memories.  

Ladies who lunch – we have been meeting up on the third Thursday of each month in one 
or two members’ gardens, depending on the numbers and taking our own picnic and 
utensils. 

Line Dancing - This restarted on 29th July, splitting the group into one-hour sessions. 

Literature (Jemima Nielsen) – we will be running our first Zoom meeting in September, 
reviewing the book The Irish Member by Phineas Finn.  

Mahjong (Chris Westmoreland) – we are unable to do anything, until lockdown eases 



Needles & Pins – we held our first online Zoom meeting on 3rd July 2020. 17 members 
attended, showcasing their work, produced during lockdown and having a general catch up. 
Everyone really enjoyed the meeting and we will be having two meetings a month. We keep 
in touch with other members via email.  

Patchwork (Penny Sims) – we have finished a large quilt for charity. We are keeping in 
touch with members via email. We are considering using Zoom to see what members have 
made. 

Photography (David Brace) – we are unable to carry out activities until government 
guidelines ease. 

Poetry Appreciation – we have a monthly email sharing session against a group theme (e.g. 
a recent study of Robert Frost), with some of us then concluding with a more in-depth full 
length Zoom meeting to discuss, in which two poems are chosen and one is read. Recent 
poets studied include T.S. Eliot and Gerard Manley Hopkins. 

Quiz Group (Mel McMahon) – we distribute a quiz by email each week to interested 
members, set by members.  The group cannot meet properly until lockdown is lifted. 

Rummikub (Gloria Pateman) – we are unable to run until government guidelines are relaxed 
sufficiently. 

Science & Technology (Alistair Craig, Alfred Harding) - we are holding virtual meetings on 
Zoom, now every two weeks, on Tuesday at 10.00 – 12.00, where there is a presentation by 
a volunteer speaker from the group, followed by a Q&A session. 

Simply Sewing – our small friendly group ran a Zoom meeting on 6th August.  We had a 
catch up and shared our latest projects, covering all aspects of dressmaking, pattern 
cutting, fabric, sharing techniques and problem solving. 

Singing for Pleasure (Anne Bates) – we are hoping to continue in September, subject to 
government guidelines. This group activity is not suitable for Zoom. 

Spanish for Beginners (John McKay) – we are hoping to begin with members joining the 
group in September. 

Strings and Things (Liz Horner) – we meet fortnightly and play in the Group Leader’s 
garden, depending on the weather.  

Table Tennis – (Linda Wain) – we hope to restart early in September, though limited to 
playing singles rather than doubles.  



Walkers (Sue Curtis) – we are now operating again, keeping social distance and arriving in 
separate cars 

Walking with your Camera (Denise Luker) - we are going out and taking pictures and then 
submitting a small selection. The 40+ photos are then put on Dropbox for us to see and 
every two weeks we meet via Zoom to discuss the pictures, which has been very 
successful. Denise and Margaret could each take a group of six. 

Words and Music group (Diana Charnell) – we email (via Beacon) once a month, providing 
presentations from group members (e.g. Covid-19 elegy, Summer 2020 – the garden), 
information from local and London concert halls, and websites where live streaming of 
concerts can be accessed. 

  



 


